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forest produce , and so with the people of Sonpur. The value of the produce was not of much consequence; but there were constant fights between the people of the two States on each side of the border, and not infrequently lives were lost It reminded one of old stories of border warfare in countries nearer home; but it had a weird sound to us, who are accustomed to the pax Bntannica m India, and were surprised to find such a state of things unreported and unknown We obtained (under the rules) the sanction of the Government for the settlement of that boundary dispute by the Political Agent, under the supervision of the Commissioner; and we determined to settle it in the course of that cold-weather tour.
We called on the two Chiefs to meet us on the boundary of the two States as near to the disputed tract as the hilly and jungly character of the country would permit. The Rajah of Sonpur wrote a very courteous private letter to Mr Berry, pointing out that, if he met the Rajah of Rairahkol, it would be necessary for the latter to comply with certain formalities which had been observed at the last meeting of the rulers of the two States, when the then Rajah of Rairahkol had, nearly a century before, prostrated himself before the Rajah of Sonpur and received a Khillat (robe of honour) from his hand. The Raj'ah of Rairahkol was asked about this; and he replied, also in a courteous private letter, that he had no record of the alleged meeting, and that in any case he could not possibly comply with that formality now,
Mr Berry and I talked the matter over, We determined, a little perhaps in jest, but more in earnest, to adopt the following expedient. We arranged to pitch our camp one day in the nearest village on the Sonpur side, where the river formed an undisputed part of the boundary. The Rajah of Sonpur was to have his camp in the neighbouring village of that State; and the Rajah of Rairahkol was to have his in the nearest village on the other side The Rajah of Sonpur was to come and pay me a formal visit in my tent, Mr. Berry being also present; and, while the Rajah of Sonpur was there, the Rajah of Rairahkol